
Library for the Research Institutes within the ETH Domain: Eawag, Empa, PSI & WSL

Basic Search

1

Lib4RI Training Series:
Module 1 - Searching Scientific 
Information

Autumn 2024

Bobby Neuhold & Stephanie Hofmann



Library for the Research Institutes within the ETH Domain: Eawag, Empa, PSI & WSL

Basic Search

2

Basic Search



Library for the Research Institutes within the ETH Domain: Eawag, Empa, PSI & WSL

Basic Search

3

1. Lib4RI – what is that?

2. How to start

3. From citation to fulltext

4. Where to find what

5. AI powered tools

citation to full text
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https://www.lib4ri.ch/library-profile
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Lib4RI – overview

 Library locations:

 Eawag-Empa: Dübendorf

 PSI: Villigen

 WSL: Birmensdorf

 Electronic media:

 Web: www.lib4ri.ch

 Access controlled by IP range

 VPN (Shibboleth)
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http://www.lib4ri.ch/
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Lib4RI - locations
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WSL (Birmensdorf)

Eawag-Empa (Dübendorf)

PSI (Villigen)
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Lib4RI – in figures (as of 31.12.2023)
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Lib4RI in figures on the Lib4RI website

Library: 24 People
16.4 FTEs

4’235 FTE staff
1’476 FTE scientists

574 PhD students

40’218 Licensed e-journals
1’035’192 Licensed e-books

241’580 Print Volumes
200 Print Subscriptions

CHF 5.62 Mio Expenditure Total
CHF 3.29 Mio Expenditure Materials

1’075’400 Unique Item Requests (Journals)
49’825 Unique Item Requests (E-Books)

1’003’359 Full Text Downloads in DORA
340 Participants in Trainings

1’003 Document Deliveries
1’624 Book Loans

https://www.lib4ri.ch/lib4ri-figures
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Lib4RI offers different services in three main areas
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Search & Read

 Databases

 Journals 

 Books
 swisscovery network

 Reference works

 Standards

 More Resources
 Maps

 etc. 

 Document Delivery

Submit & Publish

 DORA

 Open Access 

 Plagiarism Check

 Scientific Publishing

 DOI Issuing

 Copyright & CC Licences

Research & Evaluate

 Bibliometrics

 Text data mining

 Research Data 
Management
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Lib4RI – learn & get support
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Contact options

 Physical library desks 

 Digital Library Desk (Zoom)

 T +41 58 765 57 00 

 info@lib4ri.ch

Learn more

 Info Sheets 

 Four-pagers about
several topics 

 Available at: Learn
 Info sheets & videos

 Video tutorials

https://www.lib4ri.ch/info-sheets-videos
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Lib4RI - Team
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How to start …
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* The Conference 2012, www.flickr.com, Media Evolution, Jesper
Berg, CC BY-SA 2.0

Woman supervisor in conversation with 
employee.
Britannica ImageQuest,© Universal 
Images Group,
Esbin/Anderson, for educational use only

http://www.flickr.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
http://quest.eb.com/
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Quick Search - Google Scholar
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The shortcut you need – www.lib4ri.ch
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Get the content – via Lib4RI

Online

 Look out for the button

 Licensed content: within the 
IP range of Eawag, Empa, 
PSI & WSL

 Licensed content: from 
elsewhere via VPN

 Open access content: 
available without restrictions

Basic Search
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Print

 Register for the swisscovery
lending network
https://www.lib4ri.ch/borrow-
books#Registration
visit our library

 Already registered? 
Check/update your address 
and affiliation(s)

Not found?

 We provide document 
deliveries from other 
libraries

https://www.lib4ri.ch/borrow-books#Registration
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Where to find what – main publication
types
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Identifying publication type

1. Miles, R.E., 1974, On the Elimination of Edge Effects in Planar Sampling, in Stochastic Geometry: 
John Wiley & Sons, London, p 228-247

2. Arvantis, L.G. and G.W. Fowler. (1979) “Some Aspects of Biased Sampling Estimators.” Forest
Resource Inventories Workshop Proceedings, Vol. 1, Fort Collins, 298-309.

3. Kahru A. Ecotoxicological tests in non-ecotoxicological research: Contribution to 3Rs. Use of
luminescent photobacteria for evaluating the toxicity of 47 MEIC reference chemicals. ALTEX. 
2006;23:302–308.

4. ISO 11348-3:2007 Water quality - Determination of the inhibitory effect of water samples on the
light emission of Vibrio fischeri (Luminescent bacteria test) - Part 3: Method using freeze-dried
bacteria
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www.lib4ri.ch
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http://www.lib4ri.ch/
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No fulltext available
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No fulltext available – Document Delivery Service
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Searching journals

Basic Search

28



Library for the Research Institutes within the ETH Domain: Eawag, Empa, PSI & WSL

Searching journals – useful websites
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[5] L. Simonot, G. Maire, A comparative study of LaCoO3, Co3O4 
and LaCoO3—Co3O4: I. Preparation, characterisation and 
catalytic properties for the oxidation of CO, Appl. Catal. B: 
Environ. 11 (2) (1997) 167–179.
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Searching e-books
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Searching print books
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 Borrowing books and other media: via swisscovery

 Registration via SWITCH edu-ID

 More information www.lib4ri.ch/borrow-books

http://www.lib4ri.ch/borrow-books
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Searching print books
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 If you can't select your usual pickup institution or for a 
digitization request, please contact us docdel@lib4ri.ch

 Free of charge via SLSP Courier

 For all users at Empa-Eawag Dübendorf, PSI Villigen, 
and WSL Birrmensdorf media requested via 
swisscovery are forwarded to your personal mailbox 

mailto:Docdel@lib4ri.ch
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Searching book chapters
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Reyes, C. and Meister, P. (2022). The Role of 
Microorganisms in Iron Reduction in Marine Sediments. 
In Systems Biogeochemistry of Major Marine Biomes 
(eds A. Mazumdar and W. Ghosh). 
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Searching standards & guidelines

 A standard is defined as a «document established by consensus and approved by a recognized 
body that provides for common and repeated use, rules, guidelines or characteristics for activities 
or their results, aimed at the achievement of the optimum degree of order in a given context» 
(ISO/IEC Guide 2:1992). 

 There are international, European and national standards. 
Contents identical, difference: language, preface and appendices

Lib4RI’s Standard Portal:

 bibliographic information of more than 1.5 million standards and technical guidelines

 full texts via download or («Document Delivery Service»)

Basic Search
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Searching standards & guidelines
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Lib4RI Standards Portal:
lib4ri.eresearchcenter.eu  
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Searching standards & guidelines
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Directly download 
document or order via 
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DORA – your institutional repository
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DORA - your institutional repository

 DORA is the institutional repository and bibliography 
for any publication authored, edited or published by 
Eawag, Empa, PSI or WSL or resulting from research 
performed at PSI research facilities.

 Each research institute has a separate institutional 
DORA repository.

 Hosted by the library Lib4RI

 Acts simultaneously as:
Bibliography, Archive and Open Access Repository

 Content: articles, books and book chapters, 
conference items, dissertations, reports

Basic Search
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https://www.dora.lib4ri.ch/
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DORA Eawag
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DORA Empa
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DORA PSI
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DORA WSL

Basic Search
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And more
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Website
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Searching - patents

 Info on our website www.lib4ri.ch
Search & Read > More Resources 
> Patents 

 A specialist is required for a more 
comprehensive patent search.

Basic Search
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http://www.lib4ri.ch/resources/more/patents.html
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Not found …

 Document Delivery and
Interlibrary Loan (ILL) Service

 Free of charge for members of 
Eawag, Empa, PSI & WSL

Basic Search
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AI powered tools
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Literature search – powered by AI

 Yes, there are numerous AI tools (8000, 9000, XXX)

 Tools cannot do everything, take a close look
https://theresanaiforthat.com/

 ChatGPT ?

49

https://theresanaiforthat.com/
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Some tips for effective prompting 

 Clarity and precision: Clear and precise instructions
prevent misunderstandings by the machine.

 Contextual relevance: A good prompt takes into account
the context of the request.

 Targeting: Targeted prompts lead to targeted responses.

 Linguistic nuance: The way a prompt is phrased has a 
significant impact on the response.

 Feedback loops: Iterative adjustment of the prompt can 
help to improve results step by step.

50
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Literature search – powered by AI

Features of AI tools

 Summaries

 Extraction of key information

 Suggestions for related publications 

 Integration of AI assistants 

 Automatic translation

Einstieg in die Literaturrecherche

51

Tools free of charge

 Semantic Scholar

 Research Rabbit

 Inciteful

 Open Knowledge Maps 
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Conclusions … for the moment

 Results strongly dependent on the scientific discipline and 
language of the publications

 Data basis is limited, often not transparent

 Sources behind paywalls may be missing or not analysed 

 Often only the basic version is free of charge

 Quality of sources is not necessarily verified and should be 
checked for accuracy and citation

 Data protection / privacy / licensing

 Useful entry point / additional tool !

 Try it!

 Be critical!

52
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Thanks for your interest,
keep being curious!

Basic Search
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Any questions? We are happy to help!

Stephanie Hofmann & Bobby Neuhold
Lib4RI - Library for the Research Institutes within the ETH Domain: 
Eawag, Empa, PSI & WSL

Überlandstrasse 133 • 8600 Dübendorf
Forschungsstrasse 111 • 5232 Villigen
Zürcherstrasse 111  • 8903 Birmensdorf

T +41 58 765 57 00
info@lib4ri.ch
www.lib4ri.ch

mailto:info@lib4ri.ch
http://www.lib4ri.ch/
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Lib4RI – Excellent 
Services for 
Excellent Research.
www.lib4ri.ch
info@lib4ri.ch
T: + 41 58 765 57 00
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