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What is Open Access?

• Open Access is the practice of providing online access to 
scientific information that is free of charge to the reader and 
free of most copyright and licensing restrictions. 1&2

• Open Access is a kind of access, not a kind of business 
model, license, or content. 2

(1) https://openaccess.mpg.de/2076881/2014_05-h2020-factsheet-open-access-faq.pdf
(2) http://legacy.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/overview.htm

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://openaccess.mpg.de/2076881/2014_05-h2020-factsheet-open-access-faq.pdf
http://legacy.earlham.edu/%7Epeters/fos/overview.htm
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• free to read
• reuse only with permission
• might only be available for a limited time

• free to read
• reuse possible without permission
• free to read & reuse forever

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Origins of Open Access: The Serials Crisis

Adapted from Stuart Shieber: Why open access is better for scholarly societies, licensed under a Creative Commons 
Attribution 3.0 Unported License

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://blogs.harvard.edu/pamphlet/2013/01/29/why-open-access-is-better-for-scholarly-societies/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Big Fish eats Little Fish

Number of journals changing from small to big publishers, and big to small publishers per 
year of change in the Natural and Medical Sciences and Social Sciences & Humanities.
Adapted from: Larivière V, Haustein S, Mongeon P (2015) The Oligopoly of Academic Publishers in the Digital Era. PLOS ONE 10(6): e0127502. 
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0127502; licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution License

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0127502
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Publisher Market Share 2014-2018
as measured by articles and reviews indexed in the Web of Science

The global publishing landscape is dominated by a few large publishers.

Najko Jahn (2019) Research compendium for a dataset about corresponding author country affiliations indexed in the Web of Science 2014 – 2018. Licensed under CC-BY 4.0.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://github.com/subugoe/oa2020cadata
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en


Lib4RI Training Series  · Open Access  · December 2023 7

The Academic Publishing Market

• oligopolistic conditions
• dysfunctional market
• huge profit margins

Source: Right to Research Coalition. (n.d.). Retrieved March 30, 2017, from
http://www.righttoresearch.org/learn/problem/index~print.shtml

“Publishing obscure academic journals is that rare thing in the media industry:
a license to print money.” (The Economist, 14 April 2012)

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.righttoresearch.org/learn/problem/index%7Eprint.shtml
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The Access Problem

• Articles are only accessible to a fraction of
potential users.

• Research is having only a fraction of its potential 
use and impact.

• Research is achieving only a fraction of its
potential productivity and progress.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Lib4RI Training Series  · Open Access  · December 2023 9

Some Benefits of Open Access …

… even if in the end OA turns out not to be cheaper

Source: Karolinska Institutet, University 
Library: Open Access, adapted from 

Benefits of Open Access, Danny 
Kingsley & Sarah Brown, CC-BY.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://kib.ki.se/en/publish-analyse/open-access
https://aoasg.files.wordpress.com/2013/02/cc-by_logo.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Open Access articles get more citations

Source: McKiernan et al. 2016: How open science helps researchers succeed. eLife 5, e16800, http://dx.doi.org/10.7554/eLife.16800, CC-BY.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://dx.doi.org/10.7554/eLife.16800


Lib4RI Training Series  · Open Access  · December 2023 11

How to publish Open Access

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Lib4RI Training Series  · Open Access  · December 2023 12

How to publish Open Access

Source: open-access.network (2021), Pathways of Open Access (CC BY 4.0 International)

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
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(Full) Open Access Journals

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Open Access Journals
• All articles are immediately published Open 

Access
• Authors usually retain copyright and 

articles are published under Creative 
Commons Attribution License. 

• Publisher may be commercial, non-profit, 
or societies.

• Most are peer reviewed.
• OA journals earn respectability the same 

way other journals do: through the quality 
of their articles and the prominence of the 
people they attract as authors, editors, etc. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Directory of Open Access Journals www.doaj.org

• > 20000 OA-Journals
• Whitelist for OA journals 

(see: criteria for inclusion)
• Not in DOAJ?

• “Hybrid OA journal”
• Very new journal
• Low quality OA 

journals

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.doaj.org/
https://doaj.org/apply/guide/#basic-criteria-for-inclusion
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OA Journals in Scopus and Web of Science

Web of Science
• > 5500 OA Journals indexed
• Journal Citation Reports: 

https://jcr.clarivate.com/

Scopus
• > 7000 OA Journals indexed
• Scopus > Sources: 

https://www.scopus.com/sources.uri

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://jcr.clarivate.com/
https://www.scopus.com/sources.uri
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How to assess the quality of OA Journals

• Included in DOAJ?
• Read some articles in the journal!
• Have a look at the journal’s website!
• Have a look at the editorial board!
• Is the publisher a member of 

OASPA (Open Access Scholarly Publishers 
Association) or 
COPE (Committee on Publication Ethics)? 

• More tips:
Think. Check. Submit.
Open Access Journal Quality Indicators

• Do not trust «blacklists» of predatory
journals. Use critical thinking.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://oaspa.org/
https://publicationethics.org/
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
https://www.gvsu.edu/library/sc/open-access-journal-quality-indicators-5.htm
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Business Models for Open Access Journals
• Institutional Funding

• Costs are covered by an institution, society etc.
• Documenta Mathematica, funded by the Deutsche Mathematiker-Vereinigung
• RILEM Technical Letters, funded by the International Union of Laboratories and Experts in 

Construction Materials, Systems and Structures

• Consortial Funding and Crowdfunding
• Palaeontologia Electronica, sponsored by several scientific societies
• SCOAP3, Initiative based at CERN to convert core high energy physics journals to OA
• Subscribe to Open, e.g. 8 journals from Annual Reviews
• SciPost managed by scientists via a foundation

• Author pays (Article Processing Charges – APC)
• Author are charged a publication fee after acceptance of the article
• The cost of APCs varies considerably depending on the publisher and the journal

• Median APC: 2000 EUR (OpenAPC, Dec 2023)
• Acta Palaeontologica Polonica 22 EUR
• Cell Genomics: 7960 EUR

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.elibm.org/series?q=se:2204
https://letters.rilem.net/index.php/rilem
https://palaeo-electronica.org/index.html
http://scoap3.org/
https://www.annualreviews.org/page/subscriptions/subscribe-to-open
https://scipost.org/
https://treemaps.openapc.net/apcdata/openapc/#journal/period=2022&is_hybrid=FALSE
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How to pay the APC

Is the publication an outcome of a funded project?
SNSF

• The SNSF offers funding for articles in pure Open Access journals. 
• Funding is independent from the project budget and application can be 

submitted at any time, even after the project has ended. 
• Guidelines: https://oa100.snf.ch/en/funding/journal-articles/

European Commission (Horizon 2020)
• Fees for Open Access publications in pure and hybrid Open Access journals 

can be claimed as project expenses. 
• Reimbursement only during the duration of the grant. 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
• The foundation pays publication fees required by a publisher. 

• To access this funding, authors will need to use the Chronos system.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://oa100.snf.ch/en/funding/journal-articles/
https://chronos.gatesfoundation.org/
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Open Access agreements (full OA journals)
• The library has agreements about free OA publishing with several publishers of full OA journals
• APCs are paid by the library. Authors are not charged for their articles.

Lib4RI has agreements with the following OA publishers (pure OA journals):
 Copernicus
 Frontiers 
 MDPI
 ACS
 Elsevier (still no agreement for 2024; article submitted until 31.12.23 are covered)
 IEEE
 IOP Publishing
 IWA
 Royal Society 
 SAGE

• Requirements: corresponding/submitting author has to be (co-)affiliated with 
Eawag/Empa/WSL/PSI. 

• Mind the gap! Eligible journals, eligible article types, article quota, workflow…
• Further information, lists of eligible journals, workflow, eligibility criteria:

https://www.lib4ri.ch/open-access-agreements

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.lib4ri.ch/open-access-agreements
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Open Access Publication Fund
The library pays Open Access fees for publications in full Open Access journals.

Funding conditions:

• The submitting author must have a demonstrable relationship with Eawag/Empa/ PSI/WSL and 
the (co-) affiliation with Eawag/Empa/PSI/WSL must be clearly stated on the article.

• Only pure OA journals, see Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ). [no hybrid OA journals]
• The article is published under a Creative Commons licence (preferably CC-BY ).
• Articles will be considered only if there is no other source of funding available. We expect 

researchers to request funding for OA publications from their funding agency if they can do so.
• The article processing charges for publications may not exceed CHF 2`500 per article (excl. VAT).

• Do not pay the APC! Financing your publication is only possible if the invoice still has to be paid, 
there will be no retrospective payments or reimbursements.

• Application: Submit the invoice (with «our» billing address) + the accepted manuscript to
openaccess@lib4ri.ch.

• Further information: https://www.lib4ri.ch/open-access-fund

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.doaj.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/?lang=en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:openaccess@lib4ri.ch
https://www.lib4ri.ch/open-access-fund
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Hybrid Open Access Journals

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Hybrid OA Journals

• Subscription journals with an Open Access option for individual 
articles

• Authors decide if they want to make their articles OA (for a fee)
• Most subscription journals offer an OA option 

(Springer Open Choice, Wiley Online Open …)
• Mixed Content: Closed Access and OA articles in one journal

Closed Access
No free reading

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Hybrid Open Access – The Problem

 Revenues for a journal
„Author pays“ APC
+
„Library pays“ subscription

 The Problem: double dipping
 All major publishers have issued statements that measures were put in place 

to prevent double dipping, and that list prices are reduced proportionally. 
But..

» List prices of journals ≠ Subscription prices (journal bundles etc.)
» Subscription prices are hidden behind non-disclosure agreements

 Benefit for authors: publish OA in prestigious, well-known journal (at a 
premium price)

?

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Read & Publish Agreements
Subscription for reading access + free Open Access publishing for a single flat fee paid by the library.
Lib4RI covers the APCs for the following publishers:

 ACS articles resulting from SNSF funding are excluded!
 AIP
 Cambridge Uni. Press New in 2024
 Elsevier no agreement for 2024; article submitted until 31.12.23 are covered
 IOP
 Microbiology Society
 Nature article quota exhausted for 2023; no more free OA in 2023! Back in 2024.
 Royal Society
 Royal Society of Chemistry New in 2024
 Sage
 Springer
 Oxford University Press
 Wiley

• Requirement: corresponding author has to be (co-)affiliated with Eawag/Empa/PSI/WSL
• Further Information, title lists, workflow, eligibility criteria:

https://www.lib4ri.ch/open-access-agreements

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.lib4ri.ch/open-access-agreements
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Read & Publish Agreements

General workflow:
• Submit your manuscript using your institutional e-mail address.
• After acceptance:

• Identify yourself as a member of Eawag/Empa/PSI/WSL 
(select your affiliation, e-mail, IP)

• Select Open Access for your paper
• Select a Creative Commons license for your paper (CC BY, CC BY-NC, CC BY-

NC-ND, etc.)
• Highly recommended: CC BY = Creative Commons Attribution 4.0

• Publisher and library handle the invoice process / APC approval

• More details for workflows at each publisher:
https://www.lib4ri.ch/open-access-agreements

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.lib4ri.ch/open-access-agreements
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4

Corresponding author 
receives an email post 
acceptance with a link 

an unique link to 
complete the author 
journey and choose 
publishing options

Click on ‘Complete the 
Rights and Access 

information form’ or 
make changes and 

resubmit link in case 
you already completed 
the journey previously

Elsevier: Author Workflow

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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5

• Corresponding author 
selects his/her 
affiliation details 
which we use to

identify the authors 
and match them to the 

Swiss agreement

• In this case author 
chooses University of

Geneva

Elsevier: Author Workflow

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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8

• Based on the affiliation 
details, the author sees 
the Publishing Options. 
Gold OA option is 
followed by Subscription 
option and we make it 
clear that agreement 
covers full APC

• If the librarian at the 
consortium rejects the 
author request in the 
Elsevier Platform, we also 
make it clear that the 
authors will receive a full 
price invoice

• Author selects Gold OA

Elsevier: Author Workflow

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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9

• In case of OA, author selects the 
CC License

• For Swiss agreement, we present 
CC BY followed by CC BY NC ND.

• Author selects CC BY license in 
this case

Elsevier: Author Workflow

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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But what can you do

… if there is no suitable pure Open Access journal for your paper?
… if there is no Read & Publish deal for the journal you selected?
… if you are not the corresponding author of the paper?

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Green Road to Open Access

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Green Open Access - Copyright

• Subscription publishers usually 
require authors to transfer copyright 
or grant them an exclusive license to 
publish their work.

• But: They also usually allow 
some sort of self-archiving:

• After a certain period of time after 
publication (embargo)

• Most publishers allow self-
archiving for the accepted 
manuscript version but not for 
the final published version 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Green Open Access - Conditions

Main conditions/restrictions for self-archiving:
• Where? Inst. Repository (DORA) | Pers. Homepage | Research Gate …
• When? Immediately | After embargo period of 3-60 months
• Which version? Submitted version | Accepted version | Published version

Where to look up the regulations for self-archiving?
• Copyright transfer agreement / publishing contract / license to publish 
• Publisher/journal website
• SHERPA/RoMEO Database: http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo
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Conditions for different 
versions of the article

Where you can self-archive

Embargo period

Detailed information on 
publisher website

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo
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Submit the accepted version of your articles to DORA!

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Full service for Green OA at Lib4RI

together with the 
published version 
via web form

via email to 
dora@lib4ri.ch

via the feedback 
section

 if published version is not OA
 might need to contact the 

corresponding author to get the 
accepted version

 preferably immediately after 
publication

 also for any journal article already 
in DORA

 content of accepted version = 
content of published version

 remove any comments, highlights, 
reviewer comments

We take care of the rest:
 add a citation to the final published 

version
 add a licence, if necessary
 embargo period
 conversion into PDF/A

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:dora@lib4ri.ch
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Example

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Unpaywall https://unpaywall.org/

• database collects links to free versions of articles

https://unpaywall.org/


Unpaywall integration in Web of Science, Scopus, …
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The State of Open Access

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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4. Vision
Taking account of the principles expressed above, the Swiss National Strategy on OA aims 
to achieve the following objective, in accordance with international benchmarks: by 2024, 
all scholarly publication activity in Switzerland should be OA, all scholarly 
publications funded by public money must be freely accessible on the internet. The OA 
landscape will consist of a mix of OA models. 

January 2017

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Swiss Open Access Monitor 

https://oamonitor.ch/

https://oamonitor.ch/
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Green
15 %

Closed
35 %

Gold
31 %

Hybrid
19 %

Eawag, Empa, PSI & WSL

Closed
22 %

Green
28 %

Hybrid
20 %

Gold
30 %

Journal Articles 2018-2022

Switzerland

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


State of Open Access at the 4RI

Source: DORA > About https://www.dora.lib4ri.ch/about

https://www.dora.lib4ri.ch/about
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Summary

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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New Lib4RI Search Tool 

 https://www.lib4ri.ch/

 Tab «Journals»

 Information on OA options: 
» Agreements with

publishers
» Gold OA (DOAJ)
» Green OA options

(SherpaRomeo)

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.lib4ri.ch/


Summary (& some suggestions)
• Open Access has benefits for you, your institution, science and society.

• Get to know the pure OA journals in your field. Funding is available for 
publishing in pure Open Access journals (SNSF, Lib4RI Open Access 
Fund).

• Open Access agreements with publishers allow you to publish Open Access 
in >6000 journals without additional costs.

• Not all forms of Open Access cost $$$. Green Open Access is free and 
takes just 5 minutes of your time.

• Make it a habit to submit the accepted manuscript of every closed access 
paper to DORA.
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Support for Open Access at Lib4RI

openaccess@lib4ri.ch

Jochen Bihn
+41 58 765 5228

Laura Konstantaki
+41 58 765 5590

André Hoffmann
+41 58 765 6783

https://www.lib4ri.ch/services/open-access.html

https://www.dora.lib4ri.ch/

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:openaccess@lib4ri.ch
https://www.lib4ri.ch/services/open-access.html
https://www.dora.lib4ri.ch/
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Presentation slides: lib4ri.ch > Services > Trainings
Please provide us with your feedback!

openaccess@lib4ri.ch | Dr. Jochen Bihn | T +41 44 823 52 28 | jochen.bihn@lib4ri.ch | www.lib4ri.ch 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:openaccess@lib4ri.ch
mailto:jochen.bihn@lib4ri.ch
http://www.lib4ri.ch/
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